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Organized by CG/LA Infrastructure LLC, the forum was a setting for the proposal of 100 
international infrastructure projects to be presented to hundreds of executives from 
more than 40 countries. The main goal of this 3-day event was to identify projects that 
will strengthen the weakened economy and allow the world to regain control of the cur-
rent financial crisis. 
 
A common ground for discussion was the shared opinion that investing in these projects 
is the best way to address the current crisis, and as such only a coordinated effort of 
countries from around the world can produce a strong enough stimulus package. Each 
day, the presentation panels were filled with experts on major infrastructure projects 
who proposed to government officials, private sector executives and professionals from 
development banks to spend one additional percent of the GDP in order to protect 
economies from a further crisis. 
 
As analyzed by Mr. James Bond, the COO of the World Bank Group’s Multilateral Invest-
ment Guarantee Agency, there are three crises going now; a financial sector crisis, a credit 
crisis and a deep recession. As such, an improvement can only be expected in six months 
to a year.  In the mean time, only solid projects, with good debt-equity should take place.  
 
A different perspective was brought forth the by Mr. Hezi Kugler, the Director-General 
of Israel’s Ministry of National Infrastructure. According to Mr. Kugler performance-based 
projects are the way to go, especially ones with guaranteed benefits. However, Mr. Ku-
gler supported Mr. Bond’s call for well-structured projects and pointed that in 2009 more 
confidence and capital will be needed to rebuild after the crisis. 
 
Good news arrived from the California High Speed Rail Authority, whose chairman Judge 
Quentin Kopp announced that the voters in his state approved an almost-$10 billion 
bond issue to get this $45 billion project under way. Despite the weakening economy 
and contradicting public opinion polls, the referendum was passed in the favor of the 
infrastructure project to build the first high-speed rail network in the United States. 
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Dear Friends and Partners:

We are delighted to state, that in 2008 the 
Russian  American Chamber of Commerce 
was actively involved in supporting and host-
ing  forums and roundtables. In 2009, the 
Chamber will continue on this path and has 
already scheduled 30 events, including Board 
of Advisors meetings, Board of Directors 
meetings, executive level meetings, forums, 
conferences, summits, business roundtables 
and workshops to connect you with other 
business professionals from the 15 Eurasian 
countries covered by the Chamber. 

One of the latest international forums actively 
supported by the Russian American Chamber 
of Commerce in the USA was the 2nd An-
nual Global Infrastructure Leadership Forum 
in Washington, DC, USA. Bringing back news 
from world leaders, around the world this 
forum discussed infrastructure projects that 
could save the deprived economy:

On December 10th 2008 three representa-
tives from the Russian American Cham-

ber of Commerce, including the president, at-
tended the 2nd Annual Global Infrastructure 
Leadership Forum in Washington, DC, USA.  

The next day, keynote speaker Ms Lynn Til-
ton presented her assessment of the current 
financial and economic crisis. She said that 
before we can move forward, we must ac-
cept the Wall Street greed, lax controls and 
the lobbying against regulations that warned 
against an eventual economic disaster. She 
stated that the replacement of a manufactur-
ing nation with a financial market economy 
was ill conceived and thus veiled the impor-
tance of job preservation. Tilton called for im-
mediate establishment of a provisional Federal 
Bank that will stimulate economic recovery. 
 
Furthermore, Ms Tilton outlined the extremely 
negative role of  the credit default swaps, the 
so-called synthetic instruments in creation and 
future development of the ongoing crisis.  She 
encouraged  a root-cause analysis as the start-
ing point on the path to recovery. Her speech 
was fallowed by equally intense and supportive 
exchange with the audience.
 
Finally, at an evening reception, attendees 
questioned the speaker, Eugene Robinson, a 
Washington Post columnist and political ana-
lyst, on whether the upcoming Obama adminis-
tration will support infrastructure development. 
In response Mr. Robinson assured that  “Wash-
ington  plans to gear government spending to-
wards infrastructure; therefore 2009 will mark 
an economic opportunity to prove that”.

FLASHBACK ‘08
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First stop of the tour were the elegant offices of the 
establishment. Mr Jaap Otte explained that this is where 
the administration takes place, including decision-mak-
ing on partnerships with other organizations. Next, the 
party explored the exhibition rooms, where soon the 
artifacts from Kremlin will grace the walls. All along, Mr 
Jaap Otte enlightened the visitors on the transforma-
tions that take place at galleries with each exhibit. He 
explained that in short, the vibrant colors of the pres-
ent exhibit will be replaced by soothing textures for the 
next show. Also viewed, were the outdoor facilities, 
which will be used for the Gala and will remain open to 
the public during the warm season. 
 
All in all, the tour was filled with new ideas and a clearer 
picture of what to expect from the upcoming Kremlin 
exhibition. It opened up discussion on how the newly 
signed partnership agreement will benefit both estab-
lishments during and after the show. As a first result of 
the meeting, Mr Jaap Otte agreed to reciprocate by vis-
iting Atlanta as a guest speaker for the Taste of Vodka 
event, which will take place on February 20, 2009. 

Until then, the Russian American Chamber of Commerce 
and the Sackler and Freer Gallery of Art will continue to 
jointly promote the visiting and sponsorship of the ex-
hibition “The Tsars and the East: Gifts from Turkey and 
Iran in the Moscow Kremlin”, May 2 – September 13, 
2009 and the sponsorship of the May 7 The Tsars and 
the East Gala.
 
As always, you can reserve your gala table by contacting 
Elizabeth Damore, Special Events Manager, by phone 
202-633-0450 or e-mail her at  fsgala@si.edu. We hope 
you can join us in May of 2009, at the Freer and Sackler 
Galleries of the Smithsonian!

 Visit to the new partner - the Smithsonian Institution

Not long after signing the partnership agreement, delegates from the Russian American Chamber of Commerce, including the presi-
dent Sergio Millian, ventured to Washington DC to pay a visit to their new partners at the Arthur M. Sackler and Freer Gallery of Art. 
Their visit was marked by an exclusive tour of the facilities that will host the upcoming exhibition “The Tsars and the East: Gifts from 
Turkey and Iran in the Moscow Kremlin”, May 2 – September 13, 2009 as well as the Gala that is coupled with the exhibit. 

It was a cold, but sunny Saturday morning in Washington DC, when Sergio Millian and two of his colleges from the Russian Ameri-
can Chamber of Commerce arrived at the grand estates of the Smithsonian Institution. Each building unique in its architecture and 
style, the representatives were looking for the Arthur M. Sackler and Freer Gallery – their new partner and future host of the Kremlin 
exhibition. Draped in large, vibrant prints of the Garden and Cosmos exhibition, the building was not hard to find and so within 
minutes upon their arrival the three representatives stood in the foyer of the gallery. Mr Jaap Otte, the major Gifts Officer of External 
Affairs was already waiting to welcome the guests and take them on a journey through the labyrinth of art. 

IN THE PHOTO: 

From left to right:
Sergio Millian, RACC 
President, Jaap Otte 
Major Gifts Officer 
of External Affairs at 
the Freer and Sackler 
Art Gallery, Alex 
Shenkar  Director 
of Investemnt and 
Finance Department 
at RACC.

PARTNERSHIP
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The Russian American Chamber of Com-
merce became an informational partner of 
the American Conference Institute on Anti – 
Corruption in Russia and CIS summit. 

The American Conference Institute is a 
unique organization that provides business 
intelligence for companies around the world 
in order to respond to challenges. It offers 
monitoring of development in all industry 
sections, including law and public policy. Ev-
ery year, the American Conference Institute 
offers more than 500 forums, summits and 
conferences around the globe. 

This year, one of the events is the Anti-
Corruption summit The focus of the event 
will  be geared towards minimizing the risk 
of improper payments in an era of increased 
international enforcement. The Summit will 
bring together a faculty of seasoned cor-
porate ethics and compliance executives, 
senior attorneys, forensic accountants and 
government officials. Together, they will in-
form on the anti-bribery landscape in Russia 
and the CIS. 

Moreover, the discussion will touch on the in-
tersection of the FCPA and local anti-bribery 
laws and how to implement robust anti-cor-
ruption policies to comply with local laws 
and the FCPA. 

The Summit will take place on Wednesday, 
March 11, 2009 at the hotel Baltshug Kemp-
inski, Moscow, Russia. For more information 
about the organization or the Anti-Corrup-
tion event visit :
www.americanconference.com

Upcoming Conferences:
Anti-Corruption in the Russian Federation & 
the CIS Mar 11 - 12, 2009 Moscow.

3rd Annual FCPA and International Anti Cor-
ruption for Pharma and Life Sciences 
Apr 28 - 29, 2009  New York.

China Summit On Anti-Corruption
Jun 1 - 2, 2009 Shanghai. 

2nd Annual Canadian Forum on Foreign Cor-
ruption: Compliance and Enforcement
April 28 - 29, 2009 Toronto.

RACC Sponsors Summit on Anti-Corruption
  

ATLANTA —  the Russian-American Cham-
ber of Commerce in the USA  and the World 
Trade Center of Atlanta will host the Taste 
of Russia event on  Friday, February 20th 
at the World Trade Center Restaurant  in 
the monumental Sun Trust Plaza building.  

The Taste of Russia is a unique opportunity 
for our guests to learn about the Russian 
culture and its traditions: Experience vodka 
tasting, flavor Hors D’oeuvres and appetiz-
ers that will be served throughout the eve-
ning. Participate in a great auction of Rus-
sian art, wine, vodka, books, food and even 
a Russian souvenirs sale.

Furthermore, the keynote speaker Otte 
Jaap from the Smithsonian Institution, will 
speak about the new partnership with the 
Russian-American Chamber of Commerce 
and its joints efforts to  promote visit-
ing and sponsorship the exhibition “The 
Tsars and the East: Gifts from Turkey and 
Iran in the Moscow Kremlin” from May 7th 
until Sept.13th, 2009 and sponsorship of 
the May 7 The Tsars and the East Gala. 

Mr Otte Jaap, will also greatly donate two 
tickets for their Gala at the auction of the 
Russian art that will be held throughout the 
event.
      

The Taste of Russia will draw media attrac-
tion and hundreds of guests, offering a 
great opportunity to make valuable connec-
tions and build new business relationships 
with prominent American and Russian com-
panies. 

Remarkably, a portion of the proceeds will 
be donated to SOS Children’s Villages, an or-
ganization which builds families and homes 
for orphaned and abandoned children and 
helps them to shape their own future in 132 
countries, including Russia.

To purchase a ticket, or aks any additional 
questions, please contact Alla Bereshkova, 
PR Director at the Russian-American Cham-
ber of Commerce in the USA, at 404- 202-
7713 or via e-mail: alla@russianamerican-
chamber.com 

Hurry, space is limited!

Taste of Russia and its Spirit
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Starting with the Art of Sensual Eating, that took place on January 30th, the year of 2009 
will be filled with exciting  networking opportunities at the Russian American Chamber of 
Commerce in the U.S.A.  One of the most anticipated and grand events will be the Taste 
of Russia - Vodka Tasting event, held on February 20th at the Atlanta World Trade Center.
The event will draw a lot of media attention and elite guests whose business contacts 
should not be missed!

In March, the U.S. Immigration Law Seminar will present a great opportunity for those who 
have questions in regards to legal matters. Experienced immigration attorneys will be avail-
able to answer questions and have an open discussion. Another Seminar of great interest, 
will be held on April 3rd, discussing Real Estate Opportunities in the Former USSR. 

In June, the Russian American Chamber of Commerce will hold an event in celebration of 
the Independence Day of Russia. This event will also focus on Russian traditions and will be 
another great opportunity to network and catch up culture. September 26th, will mark the  
second Trade Mission to Russia held by the RACC. Followed by the Annual Gala on Octo-
ber 16th, which will feature representatives from the Regional Russian Government, 2009 
will be a year filled with networking opportunities and business exposure at its best!

2009 Events held by the Russian American Chamber of Commerce 

    Partner OrganizatiOns                 neW MeMBers
russian Federation Chamber of Commerce and industry

russian Chamber of Commerce in european Union

iCC Ukraine international Chamber of Commerce

Belarusian Chamber of Commerce and industry

international real estate Council of georgia

german american Chamber of Commerce

gwinnett Chamber of Commerce

international Leadership Council

international Partnership Council

russian-american Federation 

novosibirsk Chamber of Commerce and industry

Orenburg Chamber of Commerce and industry

northern Chamber of Commerce and industry

Korelia Chamber of Commerce and industry

Omsk Chamber of Commerce and industry

Pskov Chamber of Commerce and industry

the Coalition for U.s. – russia trade

World Congress Center

BOARD LEVEL                                                                
Moreson Conferencing, Inc.        
Multichoice Marketing - 
Advertising Agency

INVESTORS LEVEL                                                               
The Windsor Group
Nova Imports Co.
GO TO RUSSIA TRAVEL, INC.
Global Appliance LLC.
REALCO BROKERS, INC
PACE Albright, Inc
103 West

970 Sidney Marcus Blvd., Suite 1504, Atlanta, GA 30324              info@russianamericanchamber.com               phone: +1.404.667.9319 / fax: +1.678.559.0418

          MARCH
 4   New Member 
         Orientation
 18     Seminar
     Immigration Law 

            APRIL
 3    Real Estate 
          Seminar
 28  New Member
        Orientation

       DECEMBER
12 “Taste of Russia”
18 Energy Summit

             JULY 
 16    Leadership 
            Forum 
 19    Golf Outing 

         AUGUST
 9    Golf Outing 

 25 Executives Mixer

      NOVEMBER
 10 Board Meeting
 24 New Member
         Orientation

           JUNE
 12 Independence 
       Day of Russia
 28       Soccer

        FEBRUARY
 20  Taste of Russia
        Vodka Tasting

 24   Board Meeting

        OCTOBER
16 Annual Gala with
Russian Government

 
      SEPTEMBER
 6   New Member 
        Orientation
 26   Trade Mission 

            MAY
 14   “After Hours”

 22  Board Meeting

EXECUTIVE LEVEL
ACI
American Airlines
The Neal Brothers
Leland on Location
Barsplice Products Inc
HLB Gross Collins, P.C.
Sunrise Bank of Atlanta
Interchallenge Translations
Russian American Business
Commodity Inspection Services BV
Law Office of Rashfal & Associates, LLC
Southern Center for International Studies YP

Overview
   2009

Official Sponsor


