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A mbassador Mikhail Kvostov was ap-

pointed as Ambassador of Belarus 
to the United States and to Mexico on March 
21, 2003 and presented his Letters of Cre-
dence to the President of the United States 
George W. Bush on September 8, 2003 and 
to the President of Mexico Vicente Fox on 
February 17, 2004. Prior to his appointment, 
Ambassador Mikhail Kvostov has devoted 
his career to serving the Republic of Belarus 
in the field of foreign relations, including his 
close work with the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Permanent Mission of Belarus to the Unit-
ed Nations in New York. He has also occupied 
several positions with the Belarusian Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry.

Ambassador Khvostov made his first visit 
to Atlanta to follow up on a March trip by 
the head of the economic section at the Belar-
usian embassy in the U.S., Vladimir Mironovich. 
During his interview at Emory University, Am-
bassador Khvostov expressed his belief in close 
economic interaction between Belarus and 
the Southeast of the United States; however, 
he said that “what was missing sometimes are 
the necessary tools and mechanisms to involve 
both parties into cooperation.” He further 
added that he sees “that the Russian American 
Chamber of Commerce may be the right tool 
in involving people from (the American) side 
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A reception with the Belarusian Ambassador 
Mr. Mikhail Kvostov



by providing information on how to deal 
with American partners here.”

On October 1, 2007, Ambassador was host-
ed by the Russian-American Chamber of Com-
merce in the USA at the Arnall Golden Gregory, 
LLP and was greeted by 28 businesspeople at 
the reception. Representatives from local law 
firms, consulting firms, real estate companies 
and logistics services showed up at the re-
ception to meet the Ambassador. According 
to Sergio Millian, President of the Russian-
American Chamber of Commerce in the USA, 
“this was the first trip from the ambassador him-
self, which shows the importance of the state 
and the interest of the state to the Republic 
of Belarus as the business center of Southeast 
United States.”

Belarus, the former Soviet Union country, is 
looking to attract increased foreign investment 
from the United States beyond its already well 
established relations with Russia and the Euro-
pean Union. Searching for the new markets, 
Ambassador Khvostov stressed fertilizer, tires 
and tractor equipment as some of Belarus’ 
leading industries and areas where bilateral 
cooperation could exist between Georgia and 
Belarus, which is located north of Ukraine and 
borders Russia on the east. Considering that 
the State of Georgia is one of the top tim-
ber-producing states in the USA, Mr. Khvostov 
also mentioned forestry and wood products 
as potentially productive synergies between 
the two economies.

According to Mikhail Khvostov, “American 
investment is increasing as the Belarus govern-
ment has created more free economic zones 
to encourage foreign companies to enter Be-

larus.” He further added that there are some 
456 joint venture projects between the U.S. and 
Belarus and that Belarus is now exporting 
$600 million in goods to the U.S. annually.

The Ambassador also suggested that 
the Russian American Chamber of Commerce 
in the USA form an agreement with the Belarus 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Minsk, 
capital of the Republic of Belarus. This would 
stress the importance in developing con-
tacts and promoting a better understanding 
of the Republic of Belarus by the American 
businesses, emphasized Oleg Morozov, Sec-
ond Secretary of the Embassy of Belarus.

President Sergio Millian: “The two cham-
bers have been communicating with each 
other and they hope to sign some sort 
of definitive agreement within the next month 
to formalize their relationship and begin 
working toward bilateral cooperation.” Once 
the agreement is signed, the Russian-Ameri-
can Chamber of Commerce in the USA will 
begin organizing a trip for a delegation of Be-
larusian businesspeople to visit Atlanta, pos-
sibly in December. This visit would be the real 
step towards closer communication and a key 
in turning conversation into real business 
deals, according to Mr. Millian.

However, promoting and fostering closer 
relations between the two chambers was not 
the only paragraph of Ambassador’s first official 
visit to Atlanta, GA. During his first day in At-
lanta, Mr. Khvostov had what he called a “very 
good meeting with Georgia Lt. Gov. Casey Ca-
gle.” “I’m very happy that he’s very supportive 
of developing bilateral cooperation between 
Belarus and Georgia,” Mr. Khvostov said.

Ambassador Khvostov also visited and 
toured Emory University where he met with 
both students and faculty to discuss and pro-
mote Belarus. He pointed out that Georgia 
has a significant population of about 40 Be-
larusians studying in the state’s colleges. “This 
generation can fill the gap in what’s been 
lacking in the Belarus business environment-
education on how to make a free enterprise 
system take root and function properly.”

After his time at Emory, the ambassador 
went to downtown Atlanta so he could expe-
rience the city. “Up until then, his perspective 
of Atlanta had been trapped behind plane 
and car windows,” Mr. Morozov said.

Source:
Williams, Trevor, October 9, 2007 

Interview for Global Atlanta:
Russian American Chamber Aids  
Belarus Connections in Georgia.
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T he Atlanta-based Russian-American Chamber of Com-
merce in the USA hosted an official delegation from 

Krasnodar Region, where the host city of the future winter 
Olympic games Sochi is located, on September 4, 2007 to 
meet with local developers who would consider bidding on 
projects for the 2014 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games. 
The delegation met with builders, developers and investors 
specializing in residential, industrial and commercial build-
ings, logistics companies, and other.

Sochi, located in the south of Russia on the Black Sea, was 
selected to host the Olympic Games at the 119th Internation-
al Olympic Committee session held July 4, 2007 in Guatemala. 
This high-level delegation was lead by Tatiana Evsikova, Head 
of the Krasnodar region’s Department of Investments and 
Development.

Krasnodar region has a population of more than 5 mil-
lion and attracts some 10 million tourists annually, that is to 
have special economic and tourist zones permitting casino 

gaming. Several airports are planned to accommodate visi-
tors to the games.

According to the President of the Russian-American Cham-
ber of Commerce in the USA Sergio Millian, Atlanta is well 
known to Sochi officials. The Atlanta-based sports marketing 
and consulting firm, Helios Partners, designed the bid docu-
ments for Sochi’s application. Helios also has offices in Beijing 
and Washington and affiliated offices in London and Tokyo. 
Former members of the Atlanta Committee for the Olympic 
Games also have been involved in the project. Georgia Depart-
ment of Economic Development was very helpful in attracting 
the State of Georgia businesses to take part in the Sochi execu-
tives’ roundtable event. The Chamber’s leadership is grateful 
for the support and cooperation from Jim Blair, Business De-
velopment Manager, Global Commerce Division, Taube Ponce, 
Senior International Trade Specialist, and Kathe Falls, Director 
of International Trade of Georgia Department of Economic 
Development.

Atlanta Bidders Sought for 2014 Winter Games in Russia

R ussian-American Chamber of Commerce President 
Sergio Millian visited Birmingham in June 2007. His visit 

was made possible by the Birmingham International Center 
and Moreson Conferencing, Inc. The primary reason for the 
visit was to find out more about the economic develop-
ment opportunities for Russian businesses in the State of 
Alabama in general and Birmingham in particular.

Mr. Millian visited the Birmingham International Center to 
learn about developing programs to educate the commu-
nity about the Russian culture. He toured the Birmingham 
Civil Rights Institute and met with Dr. Bob Holmes, Dean 
of UAB School of Business. Mr. Eugene Shtern, Director of 
International Relations and leading consultant in IT sector 
at the Russian-American Chamber of Commerce, went to 
Alabama as well.

Russian-American Chamber 
leadership visits Birmingham, AL

The Russian-American Chamber of Commerce in the USA is pleased to inform the local 
community and all of our members that new members have joined the Chamber recently.Welcome, our new members!

October 2007

Board of Directors Level:

Larry Gashi,  
PACE-ALBRIGHT

Sandra Robertson,  
Robertson Consulting International, CPAs

Munson Contact Design Group, Inc.

International Leadership Council
 

Russian Town

Executive Level:

Arnall Golden Gregory, LLP
World Trade Center Atlanta

Technology Association of Georgia (TAG)
Morrison Conferencing, Inc.

Citywide Mortgage Corporation
New Homes America of Georgia, Inc.

Saint Joseph’s Mercy Foundation
Gwinnett Chamber of Commerce

Wellness Enterprise
Birmingham International Center

MLSBriefcase

Special remarks:

Special thank you  
to the Belarus Ambassador’s reception sponsor: 

Arnall Golden Gregory, LLP

September 4, 2007
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Partner OrganizatiOns
russian Federation Chamber of Commerce and industry

russian Chamber of Commerce in european Union

iCC Ukraine international Chamber of Commerce

Belarusian Chamber of Commerce and industry

german american Chamber of Commerce

russian-american Federation

gwinnett Chamber of Commerce

international Leadership Council

international Partnership Council

international real estate Council of georgia

World Congress Center

aait

the Coalition for U.s. – russia trade

PreMiUM sPOnsOr
October
reception of the ambassador  
of Belarus in atlanta

Breakfast with the President   

Breakfast with the President   

2007 annual reception

Breakfast with the President   

Meeting in a russian restaurant  
“taste of russia”

Breakfast with the President   

international joint raCC in Usa  
day seminar “Democratic Ukraine.  
new Business Opportunities”

Breakfast with the President  

Kseniya BOr,  
First assistant  
of Marketing Director

 
JULia De sOsa-rOCha,  

second assistant  
of Marketing Director

MagDa PrzytULsKa,  
assistant Director of internal affairs
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tue 2 
  

thu 11  

thu 25  

thu 25

thu 8  

Wed 14 

Wed 21  

thu 29

thu 6

eXeCUtiVe sPOnsOr
November

December

WeLCOMe,  
OUr neW staFF MeMBers

EVENtS 2007


